Earth Science – Grade 8

Mr. Laabs Room 143
nlaabs@nhsd.k12.wi.us

Class Objectives: (Why you are taking this class)

· To gain an understanding of the earth and the solar system that contains it.

· To give an introduction in various laboratory techniques.

· To gain an understanding of scientific method and how science works.

Textbook:
· This year you will have a science book to take home.  We will be using different books in class, but our main textbook will be Earth Science by Holt.  This book is broken up into four small books.  You will be given books at different times throughout the year.  These books must be covered.  You are responsible for all damage that occurs to these books.    

· It will be extremely important to have a well-kept binder.  We will be using other books besides the textbook and your binder will contain all the important information for a test.
Required Material

· Binder (dividers optional)

· Spiral notebook or loose leaf paper.
· Folder (optional)
· Pencil and a Red Pen 

· Other colored pens are optional, but they must be erasable and a dark color.  Assignments that are done in red or a color that is hard to see (pink, yellow, silver) will not be graded.

Grading Criteria

· 50% Evaluations (Tests/Quizzes)

· 50% Daily Work (homework assignments, lab reports, class activities, science notebook, participation)

Percentage 

Letter Grade

100-90                    A

89-80                    B

79-70                    C

69-60                    D

59-0                    F

Homework Policy

· It is vital for your success to complete all homework.  Homework is where you do all of you practicing for tests.  All homework assignments are expected to be completed on time.  According to 8th grade policy, if you do not have an assignment done you must stay after school until that assignment is finished.  All late assignments must have a late work cover sheet attached to them.  After one week you will lose a percentage of the points on the assignment.  After the unit test you will receive no credit for assignments turned in.  Those not turned in will also receive a zero.

· Corrections can be made to assignments and quizzes.  You have one week after the assignment has been handed back to turn in the corrections.  Tests may not be corrected!

· When you are absent it is your responsibility to obtain and complete the missed work.  An absent slip stating the activities missed can be found in the basket upon your return.

· Extra help is always available to those who need it.  Please ask if you need help!

Plagiarism and Cheating

· Plagiarism and cheating are never acceptable.  Any person caught doing this will automatically receive a zero, a behavior referal, and possibly face other consequences.  

· The following would constitute plagiarism or cheating:

1. Copying someone else’s lab or assignment.

2. Letting someone else copy your homework.

3. Using notes on a test.

4. Copying something directly for a web site and turning it in as your own.  

5. Copying something from a book or other source without giving credit to the author.  

My Goals For This Class
1. A well organized classroom that is an optimal learning environment for everyone.

2. To make science as fun and interesting as possible as we cover the required material.  

Classroom Procedures (How do we reach these goals.)

1. All classroom and Middle School rules are to be followed at all times.

2. Always follow directions and lab procedures carefully.  Violations of safety contract will not be tolerated.

3. During labs and classroom activities you are expected to work with your assigned group.  Those who can not work quietly and cooperatively will lose points on the assignment.  

4. Handle equipment with care.  Clean and return anything materials you use to their original place, or another place designated by me.  

5. Use class time productively, working to complete labs and assignments.  When finished read or do other classroom activities.

6. All cell phones and other devices including I-pods are to be turned off and stored in lockers.  Don’t bring them to class.

7. You are expected to be in your seat and quiet when the bell rings.  

8. You are expected to remain seated until I dismiss you, and not get up just because the bell rings. 

What are we going to study?

1st Quarter – Maps and space science

2nd Quarter – Rocks and minerals, The earth’s history, Wisconsin landforms.

3rd and 4th Quarter – Weather, Earthquakes, Volcanoes, and other natural disasters.

I am looking forward to this year, and if you work hard I know it will go well.  

Frequently asked questions and the procedures that answer them.

What do I do at the beginning of class?

1. Quietly immediately find your seat.   

2. You are expected to bring all needed materials, including assignments to class every day.  

3. When you arrive in class immediately look for any Bellringer activities to be completed.  These activities should be completed immediately.  

4. Write your assignment in your assignment notebook.

5. Please sharpen your pencil at this time if you need to.  

6. Pick up an absent sheet from the back of the room if your partner is absent.  Fill out the sheet for them, staple any handouts to it, and place it in the absent basket at the end of the class period. 

7. Get out any assignments that are due.

What if I don’t bring my materials to class?

· You are expected to bring all materials and assignments everyday.  Each semester you will be given 2 chances to retrieve something you have forgotten.  On the 3rd occurrence you will receive a behavior referral.

What if I am tardy for class?

· You are expected to be in class when the bell rings.  You will receive one five free unexcused tardy this year.  After that you will receive a detention.  If you receive three in this class in one quarter you will receive a behavior referral.  If a teacher makes you late please ask that teacher to write you a pass in your assignment notebook.  If you have no pass you are unexcused.  

What if I am not done with an assignment?

· If you are not done with an assignment by the beginning of class it is considered outstanding.  Any student with outstanding assignments at the end of the day must stay after every Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday.  To turn in a late assignments you must attach a late work cover sheet and place the assignment in the basket.
What if I want to correct an assignment?

· You may correct any assignment or quiz.  Write the question and answer on a separate sheet of paper, staple it to the original, and place it in the late homework/ correction basket.  You may not correct a test.

What if I miss class?

· If you are absent it is your responsibility to find out what you missed.  First check the absent basket or ask the person next to you.  Otherwise ask me.  It is your responsibility to make up labs, and to turn in assignments you missed.  Place all assignments in the basket in the back labeled late work, and attach a late work cover sheet.  You will lose points if you do not turn an assignment in within a week of being absent. 
What if I need to go to the bathroom?
· You are expected to use the bathroom and get a drink in between classes and before the bell rings.  You will not be allowed to go to the bathroom during class unless it is an extreme emergency.  You will be limited to two extreme emergencies per quarter.
Laabs’ Lab Rules

1. Do not enter the lab area without permission.  
2. Do not use the sinks without permission.
3. Do not open any cabinets or drawers without permission.
4. Do not use any safety equipment unless it is an emergency.
5. Do not handle any lab equipment without permission or until instructed to do so.  
I am very happy with my new room and it will greatly enhance your learning opportunities.  Please help me take care of this room.  
